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EXCAVATIONS AT CORINTH IN 1904 
PRELIMINARY REPORT 



[Plates XVII, XVIII] 

The excavations on the site of ancient Corinth by the 
American School of Classical Studies at Athens were re- 
sumed the middle of May and were continued until funds 
were exhausted at the end of June. 

Starting where work was abruptly stopped in 1903 (J.m. 
J, Arch, VII, 1903, p. 350), an area of about 1000 sq. m. 
southwest of the temple of Apollo was cleared to an average 
depth of 3 m. The destruction of ancient remains was found 
to be greater than in any other part of the site of Corinth that 
the School has excavated. This is due to the relatively slight 
accumulation of soil here above the ancient level, which is de- 
termined by a bit of Greek pavement (Plate XVII, A),^ pre- 
served farther north and cut into by piers of an early Roman 
building. Such foundations as are to be called ancient, by 
reason of their alignment and character, exist only in their 
lower courses and these have sometimes been tampered with 
in later ages. A series of six vaulted rooms on the west side 
of the excavations, presumably cellars of Turkish times, is 
particularly responsible for the thoroughness of the demoli- 
tion of ancient remains there. The mediaeval walls, as usual, 
were found to extend very deep and contained some good 
architectural members. 

1 In the sketch-plan of the excavations (Plate XVII), for the sake of clear- 
ness, Byzantine and later walls are purposely omitted. 
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The second field of excavation lay to the east of the first, 
on the other side of the road which leads from the west end of 
the temple of Apollo past the church of St. John the Theologian 
in the direction of the Akrokorinthos. From a point 18 m. 
south of the enclosure in front of the church a trench, aver- 
aging 9 m. wide at the top and 5 m. at the bottom, and 
66 m. long, was run to the southernmost limit of the expro- 
priated land (cf. Plate XVII). This south end of the trench 
crossed the line of an ancient building which can be nothing 
else than a stoa. There is a rear wall with remains of late 
stucco painted red ; there are piers for interior columns, their 
axis 5.70 m. from the inner face of the rear wall ; and there is 
a broad foundation for the columns of the front, its inner edge 
5.60 m. from the axis mentioned. All three are constructed 
of the local poros. 

The piers for the interior columns measure c, 1.40 m. on a 
side. The better preserved of them consists of six courses, 
alternately header and stretcher, aggregating 2.73 m. below 
the missing top course, before it reaches the hard-pan, which 
is here cut in a peculiar line. The stones of the piers show 
notches at the angles to prevent a horizontal girt rope from 
slipping. 

The foundations of the stylobate are full as massive as the 
piers, and in alternate header and stretcher courses extend to 
about the same depth. In front, its top flush with the upper 
surface of the second course preserved, is a gutter, 0.30 m. 
wide and 0.15 m. deep, cut in blocks of poros averaging 0.93 
m. long. This was to receive the water from the roof, and it 
gives with certainty the ground level outside t\iQ stoa. From 
its position in relation to the gutter, the highest course pre- 
served is either step or stylobate. Stylobate, however, it 
cannot be, for its width is greater than is permissible on the 
general scheme of proportions, and, moreover, the pry holes on 
its upper sui^face show that it was not the original top course. 
It is, then, a step. Its outer portion is formed by a narrow 
stone separate from the principal block, whose front face is cut 



EXCAVATIONS AT COBINTH IN 1904 



435 



with less care than is the stone in general. On this front face 
there is, further, no anathyrosis^ while the anathyrosis of the 
lateral joint is not three-sided, as one would expect, but only 
on top and back. There is only one explanation possible : the 
stone was originally of the full width of the course, but the part 
projecting as step beyond the stylobate was in some way dam- 
aged, so Avas cut away and a new stone inserted, the joint 
coming about at the line of the face of the stylobate. Whether 








Figure 1. — Stylobate op New Stoa from Rear. 



this was done for the whole length of the stoa or only in a cer- 
tain part thereof can, naturally, not be stated : a priori^ the 
latter is the more probable alternative. On the rear of some 
stones of this course appears a A as a mason's mark (Fig. 1). 
The two piers for interior columns uncovered in the trench 
are o. 4.67 m., centre to centre. While this distance is possible 
for the wooden epistyle of this series of columns, it is too great 
to be spanned by the stone epistylia to be postulated for the 
columns of the front. If, as is usually the case, the axial 
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distances of the exterior and interior columns are in the ratio of 
1:2, we should have for the former the figure 2.335 m. 

That this figure is correct, may be further shown by the 
evidence contained in the stylobate of the exterior columns. 
Here the length of the stones in the step course and in the 
course below is from 1.165 to 1.17 m. The pry holes on 
the upper surface of the step course show that the blocks of 
the next course above were also of this length and broke joints 
exactly with those of the step course. Two of these stones 
taken together give a length 2.33 to 2.34 m., or exactly that 
obtained above for the axial distance of the outer columns. 
In view of this agreement, this figure may with complete 
certainty be regarded as correct, since it is the rule for 
regularity in size of the stones of a stylobate to depend on 
the axial distance. 

Restoring this upper course according to the indications 
given, it is to be noted that the centre of a stone, and not a 
joint, comes opposite the axes of the interior columns. This 
fact, once it is assumed that the interior columns are opposite 
exterior columns, as is usual, shows that this course is the 
stylobate (as has thus far been taken for granted), and not a 
possible second step, in view of the well-known practice in 
buildings of moderate size of placing a column in the middle 
of one stone, and not on the joint between two stones. With 
columns thus spaced and resting each on a block of the stylo- 
bate, it follows that in each intercolumniation there is a 
similar block, with no column resting on it. 

The original length of the stoa cannot be determined without 
further excavation ; and while this is feasible to the west, to 
the east it would soon become a costly undertaking, as there 
are dwelling-houses directly in its line beyond the tract at 
present expropriated. When the stoa is prolonged to the 
east on a plan of the neighborhood, it is seen to run i^orth 
of trial Trenches XXIII (1898) and VIII (1896), if it ex- 
tended so far. (Cf. Am. J. Arch. II, 1898, p. 501 ; Records 
of the Past, I, 1902, at p. 34.) 
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Since a foot of 0.328 m. may be inferred in the construction 
of the stoa^ the axial distance here of 7 podes^ 2 daktyloi 
(2.337 m.) seems so little a natural round number to be em- 
ployed that it is more likely to be the natural subdivision of 
a total length fixed by the circumstances of the site. 

For the date of the stoa the following considerations may be 
urged. The fill about the piers for the interior columns in- 
cluded among a larger number of fragments of simpler local 
ware, not readily datable with exactness, some specimens of 
Attic red-figured vases of the later " fine " style. The date 
of these, consequently, furnishes a terminus post quern for the 
stoa. On the other hand, the solidity of its construction and 
the care exercised in laying the stones so as to break joints 
exactly, their length depending directly on the axial distance, 
even where they were below ground, show that it belongs to an 
earlier, better period in the architectural history of Corinth, 
than does, for example, the South Stoa whose date is pretty 
certainly the third century B.C. The newly found stoa may, 
then, be assigned with some probability to the end of the fifth 
century, or to the fourth. This is as close a dating as seems 
possible, nor is it probable that the discovery of portions of its 
order would enable a more precise date to be given. 

Not only is the stoa of interest from its great depth front to 
back, making it in this respect one of the very largest porticoes 
in Greece, but its topographical bearing is also of the utmost 
importance. It faces north. The principal buildings found in 
previous years either faced south or fronted the road to the 
east of the temple hill. The new stoa^ therefore, is opposed to 
those buildings which lie directly below the south side of the 
temple of Apollo. The conclusion is inevitable : it forms part 
of the southern boundary of the Agora, — regarded as an open 
space, — as the stoa^ and later the shops, under the temple hill 
bound it on the north. Thus is the surmise, made in 1898 in 
connection with Trench XXIII, confirmed, though based on 
insufficient evidence, and the final goal of the excavations 
brought appreciably nearer attainment. 
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The level of the new stoa — its stylobate (restored) 3.40 m. 
below the stylobate of the temple of Apollo — appears to have 
been maintained also in the area northwest of it, where one 
would expect to find the western limit of the Agora, but where, 
as has been already said, the destruction of ancient remains 
prevents any intelligible ground plans being made out. Here, a 
Greek pavement east of the wall B (a terrace wall ?) is 3.45 m. 
lower than the temple stylobate. Farther west the Greek 
pavement (pebbles in cement) at A lies higher, with a reading 
1.95 m. below 0. 

It can hardly be a mere chance that the new %toa and the old 
temple of Apollo are exactly parallel ; the line of the latter 
must have had more determining force than is usually thought 
to be the case in the layout of Greek temples and neighboring 
buildings. 

Of the other remains in the trench less can be said, its narrow 
dimensions not admitting all their bearings to be appreciated. 
Within the limits of the stoa are traces of a characteristic 
Corinthian pavement of ground and rammed jooros, antedating 
the stoa^ as shown by its level, and here and there in the trench 
north of the stoa were found similar pavements, at various 
levels, sometimes superimposed, and hence of different dates. 
Portions of all of such have been left as found. In view of the 
difficulty of dating these pavements from internal evidence 
only, it is out of the question to discuss with any certainty the 
slope in front of the stoa. Apparently there was a gradual — - 
not over 5 per cent — fall of the ground to the north, with steps 
where the drop was more rapid, some 30 m. away from the stoa. 
Starting close to the front of the stoa and extending north for 
13 m., or more, is concrete, presumably of Roman date, perhaps 
the foundation of a pavement. 

The partially excavated building D, is, to judge by its tech- 
nique, either late Greek or early Roman. The floor of the 
interior seems to have been lower than the ground outside to 
the south. North of this, beyond, and 0.75 m. lower than, a 
bit of slab paving bearing unmistakable traces of fire, the hard- 
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pan was reached at a depth of only 0.17 m. above the level of 
the stylobate of the South Shops,^ showing that there is no 
abrupt transition here such as appears at the west end of the 
South Stoa, where the difference in level between it and 
the pavement by B is some 3.70 m., so that in antiquity there 
was probably no direct communication from one to the other 
level there. 

Of portable finds from the excavations there is this year the 
usual number, and more, if anything, than the usual variety, 
though there are no large single pieces to be compared with 
the best of some earlier years. In this preliminary account 
only those which, for one or another reason, are of special in- 
terest will be mentioned ; no attempt will be made to catalogue 
them all. 

Some 30 m. north of the stoa^ in a late wall, occurred an 
old Doric capital for a column of about 0.90 m. upper diameter. 
Its profile resembles closely that of the capitals of the temple 
of Apollo, and its dimensions would permit it to have been 
from one of the lower tier of interior columns. 

At the bottom of a mediaeval wall west of the church of St. 
John was found a perfect example of a type of capital of which 
two other fragmentary specimens exist. At the bottom is a 
row of eight round-lobed akanthos leaves. Above these rise 
four similar, but longer, leaves, which are prolonged to the 
angles of the abacus of Corinthian type. On each of the four 
sides, between the leaves of the second row, and immediately 
below the abacus^ is a head, now of a bull, now of a horned 
lion, against a background of wings in flat relief. It is of 
white marble and has a bottom diameter of 0.58 m. The 
period to which it belongs would be early Byzantine. 

In the field of sculpture the most interesting piece (Plate 
XVIII) is the torso of a Jcriophoros (Inv. 686), a replica of 
the Hermes Kriophoros in Wilton House (Michaelis, Ancient 
Marbles in Grreat Britain^ p. 702, no. 144). The differences are 

1 The west end wall of the South Shops was followed this season by means of 
a tunnel for some 10 m. from its start on the stylobate of the South Stoa. 
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in non-essentials, and the size appears the same, so far as can 
be computed from the inadequate representation in Clarac, 
pi. 658, 1545, B), often reproduced. Noteworthy is the same 
flat pillar behind the figure. 

Among inscriptions may be mentioned one (Inv. 379) which 
gives the victors in the Kata-dpeta^ the first man named twice 
successful with a Xojlkov ijfccofiLov^ another once with a irolrjfxa. 

In the trench dug in the dumping field, before filling it with 
earth, there was found, among Roman walls, a small fragment 

of Arretine ware bearing the inscription, ^' p L* ^^* ^•-^•^' 

XI, 6700, 675 and references there given. 

Above the ancient level in front of the stoa^ and hence with no 
significance attaching to its place of finding, there was turned 
up part of a matrix of soft limestone for forming gold orna- 
ments in relief. It may be assigned to the sixth century B.C. 

In deep digging west of the church of St. John, in the gen- 
eral neighborhood marked by the letter C (Plate XVII), 
directly above the stereo^ there was found a stratum containing 
potsherds of unusual interest. The greater number are with- 
out any decoration whatever, but a fair proportion have simple 
linear ornaments either incised (on the fragments of dark clay), 
or painted in lustreless brown or black (on the lighter clays, 
green, red, brown), or rarely white (on a black surface). A 
spiral occurs but once, and then in an undeveloped form. The 
vases in the incised technique are frequently hand-burnished. 
The shapes of the vases are not numerous, and show them to 
have been intended for household purposes. 

In with the sherds were found a number of broken flakes 
of obsidian 1 and some pieces of bone, several of them cer- 
tainly shaped with reference to use as tools. No metal was 
observed. 

There can be no doubt from what period these vase frag- 
ments come; their characteristics are unmistakable. They 

1 Obsidian was also discovered, in 1898, in digging on the southwest corner of 
the temple hill. 
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are " pre-Mycenaean," — if a term may be used which con- 
notes so much in time, — and must be put in that large class 
of pottery of which every year brings to light examples from 
new sites, from Thessaly to Crete. In this class they are 
rather early than late, if undeveloped forms and simplicity 
of decoration are fair criteria of date. 

T. W. Heermance. 

Athens, Greece, 
August, 1904. 



